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Agenda Item 3:Agenda Item 3: Proposed AMSS guidance materialProposed AMSS guidance material

3.1 Under this agenda item the meeting reviewed the draft guidance material for the aeronautical
mobile-satellite service (AMSS), produced in the appendix to the report on this agenda item.

3.2 The meeting, when discussing general aspects of this documentation, asked the status of the
AMSS Circular, a first draft of which was produced at AMSSP/3 (Appendix G to the report on Agenda
Item 4 of that meeting refers).  There was consensus that the circular should be published by ICAO at the
earliest opportunity.

3.3 Following this discussion, the meeting developed additional material for Chapter 1 of the
guidance material.  This new section contains a brief overview of the AMSS system.

3.4 PPROLIFERATION OF GROUND STATIONSROLIFERATION OF GROUND STATIONS

3.4.1 The meeting reviewed the effect on the AMSS that may be caused when a larger number of
ground earth stations are implemented.  It was noted that such a proliferation:

a) leads to a more complex system;

b) increases the costs of the system;

c) adversely affects the efficient use of the frequency spectrum.

3.4.2 EUROCONTROL is initiating a study on institutional aspects affecting the operation of a
GES for aviation, which would include consideration of the effects of sharing GESs.  Results are expected not
earlier than the end of 1994.

3.4.3 It was noted that ICAO should play an active role in this matter with a view to ensuring that
the minimum number of GES's are implemented.  Therefore, ICAO was invited to ensure that the attention of
regional planning groups be drawn to this problem and to the existence of specific guidance material on this
matter in Annex 10.  The meeting agreed to the following recommendation:

Recommendation 3/1Recommendation 3/1  ! Proliferation of ground earth stations (GES)Proliferation of ground earth stations (GES)

That ICAO regional planning groups be advised to take into account the need to
ensure that the number of ground earth stations are kept to a minimum during
the regional planning process.

! ! ! ! ! ! ! !


